The liver consists of a complex and intricate arraugement of arteries, veins, capillaries, hepatic cells, ducts, nerves, lymphatics, and also a system of small follicular and racemose glands, held together by a capsule of fibrous tissue. The blond by which it is supplied, is brought there by the portal vein and the hepatic artery, and carried oft by the hepatic veins. The two former enter the organ at its inferior surface, 4 j after which they divide and sub-divide repeatedly, until their ultimate ramifications extend throughout its interior. The smallest branches of the latter originate in the parenchymal by joining each other they form larger branches, which, in their turn, by often repeated junctions, form those few large trunks that join the vena cava at the posterior surface of the liver. The smaller branches of the hepatic artery and portal vein mostly run at ri^bt angles with those of tbo hepatic veins.
The finest branches of the hepatic duct take their origin in the parenchyma in a manner that Avill be described hereafter. They also, by joining each other repeatedly, form larger ducts, until the common hepatic duct is formed. The latter issues from the organ at the same place where the hcpatie artery and portal veiu enter, and after having been joined by the duct of the gall-bladder, becomes the common bile duct, (ductus communis choledocus,) which empties into the duodenum. T he portal vein, hepatic artery and hepatic duct are always found accompanying each other. T he branches of the artery are often seen winding around those of the vein, and those of the duct still more-frequently around those of the artery and vein. The duct, however, is usually near the artery, (see Fig. I 
